
Historical Archaeology:

What is it?
How did it develop?
What is its value?



Historical Archaeology:
In the U.S. begins with “colonial” period



Timeframes 
differ 

according to 
location



Historical Archaeology:

How did it develop?



Architectural Reconstruction in Williamsburg



Architectural reconstruction 
of California Missions



What about the people?



The story is in 
the data



Historical Archaeology:

What is its value?



We still identify structural remains
. . . Fort Ross



. . . Ng Shing 
Gung Temple



Interpret lives of inhabitants through . . .
. . . table settings



. . . personal objects



. . . expressions of identity



. . . leisure



Finding those thought hidden



Recreating designed 
landscapes



elaborate expressions 
of identity



Historical Archaeology:

What does it look like?



rural trash 
pits



“hollow-filled features”



the glorious privy





We love privies



The Mann’s Place Setting: Privy 900



Tea service of a German housepainter’s household.



sheet refuse



Provides horizontal data



stone structure remains



ancillary buildings



outbuildings



outbuildings



utilities



utilities



“disturbed” areas



. . . public interface



hands-on 
interpretation
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